Conduct for the Outdoors and Trail
Compiled by: Bob Johnson

Perhaps the most difficult concept to comprehend is the wonder of the great
outdoors and how beautifully designed trail systems get the visitor to one point of
interest to another. In doing so, not everyone understands the construction phase of
building trails and how much emphasis is placed on the builders to not violate or
destroy the wilderness in the process of creating a pathway. Trails need to be
constructed as if it were a surgical cut in the woods and everything on either side of this
new cut is pristine, not disturbed. Crew Leaders have a responsibility to promote and
educate their crew with certain code of ethics and construction concepts.
Below is listed some of the Codes of Conduct in the outdoors that apply to trail
builders.
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Trail Code of Conduct

Do not do anything illegal or do anything against park/trail
rules.
Stay on the marked trails at all times. Off-trail wilderness
scars easily and can take years to recover.
Always listen to safety rules and event agendas provided by
trip leaders.
Do not hike alone and generally stay with the group.
Please drive only on the roads provided; vehicles can damage
vegetation.
Fire can cause devastating losses. Please don't throw cigarette
butts down. The lighting of fires is strictly forbidden except in
the designated areas at the parks or hiking areas.
Please do not litter. There is no one to clean up after you.
To protect our environment we would appreciate if a policy of
"whatever you bring in - you take out" was followed.
It is illegal to pick any plant, or to disturb or kill any animal or
to remove or disfigure any biological, archaeological or
geological material.
Hikers taking deliberate and obvious short cuts when hiking
could speed up erosion and damage wilderness. This is a
punishable offense at many parks and you are asked to
remain on the paths.

The Outdoor Code
As an American, I will do my best to Be clean in my outdoor manners.
Be careful with fire.
Be considerate in the outdoors.
Be conservation minded.
Discover the rewards of responsible outdoor recreation!
Do all you can to help preserve the beauty and inspiring attributes of our lands and waters for yourself and future
generations.

Travel and recreate with minimum impact


Stay on legally designated trails.



Don't create new routes or expand existing trails.



Travel only in areas that are open to your type of recreation.



Cross streams only on bridges or at fords where trails intersect
streams.



Avoid marshy areas and wet meadows.



Don't cut switchbacks.



Respect the environment and the rights of others.

Respect and be considerate of other users so that all can enjoy a quality experience in the
great outdoors


Hikers should yield to horseback riders.



Bicycle riders should yield to horseback riders and hikers.



ATV and off-highway motorcycle riders should yield to hikers, bicyclers and
horseback riders.



Give horseback riders the right-of-way. If possible, step off the trail on the
downhill side and talk calmly to the rider.



Snowmobilers should yield to cross-country skiers and dog mushers.

Respect wildlife. Be sensitive to their life-sustaining needs by keeping your distance.


Comply with signs.



Always obtain permission to cross private land. Leave gates as you found them unless posted otherwise.

http://fwp.mt.gov/recreation/ethics/trails.html
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